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In the spirit of regional collaboration and engagement, Mayor Joel Villarreal, 
accompanied by several members of the City Commission, recently traveled to 
the Texas State Capitol to participate in the South Texas Community Summit 
alongside members of the Texas House of Representatives. This gathering 
provided a unique opportunity for the Mayor and Commissioners to engage in 
meaningful discussions on a variety of topics relevant to the South Texas 
region as well as the incredible growth our city has seen over the past few 
years and push for an increase in safety for our community. Also discussed 
were relevant issues from economic development initiatives to community-
centric policies. 

RGC PR Specialists Foster Re-
gional Collaboration at Rio 
Grande Valley PIO Meeting

Public Relations Specialist 
for the City of Rio Grande City, 
Becky Rubio, and Melinda 
Gomez, Communications Co-
ordinator for the RGC Eco-
nomic Development Corpora-
tion, recently participated in 
the Rio Grande Valley Public In-
formation Officer (PIO) 
quarterly meeting hosted by 
the City of Brownsville Commu-
nications & Marketing Depart-
ment. The meeting served as a 
platform for PIOs from various 
municipalities across the Rio 
Grande Valley to collaborate, 
share ideas, and strengthen re-
lationships, fostering a regional 
approach to industry commu-
nication.

The quarterly gathering 
provided an invaluable oppor-
tunity for Rubio and Gomez to 
engage with fellow PIOs and 
exchange insights on best prac-
tices in public relations and 
communications strategies. 
With representatives from cit-
ies, counties, and organizations 
across the Rio Grande Valley in 
attendance, the meeting facilit-
ated a dynamic exchange of 
ideas aimed at enhancing com-
munity engagement and pro-
moting regional development 
initiatives.

RGC City Secretary Angela Solis 
Named Vice-President of Prom-
inent RGV Association

Rio Grande City City-Secret-
ary Angela Solis was recently 
sworn in as Vice president of 
the Lower Rio Grande Valley 
City Secretaries/Clerks chapter.

“On behalf of the City of Rio 
Grande City we would like to 

wish a heartfelt congratulations to our 
City Secretary, Angela Solis, on her re-
cent appointment as Vice-President to 
the Lower Rio Grande Valley Clerks As-
sociation,” declared Rio Grande City 
Mayor Joel Villarreal. “This is indeed a 
testament to your dedication and lead-
ership within our city.”

The LRGVCS/C chapter is made up 
of City Clerks and City Secretaries who 
regularly come together to explore 
various city-related topics.  Their dis-
cussions encompass essential subjects 
like Time Management, Public Inform-
ation, Open Meetings Act, TABC com-
pliance, and other matters crucial to 
their roles in serving the community. 

City of Rio Grande City Employees Re-
ceive Distracted Driving Training

Employees of the City of Rio Grande 
City participated in a Distracted Driving 
Training session held on Monday, Feb-
ruary 5th, at City Hall. This mandatory 
training was for all city employees who 
operate City vehicles regularly. The 
training aimed to raise awareness 
about the dangers of distracted driving 
and equip participants with the neces-
sary skills to mitigate risks on the road.

Led by expert instructors, the train-
ing covered a wide range of topics, in-
cluding the types and consequences of 
distracted driving, as well as strategies 
for prevention. Participants engaged in 
interactive discussions highlighting the 
importance of maintaining focus and 
attention while behind the wheel.



Public utilities

Rio Grande City’s Iconic Water 
Tank Mural Now Complete

A mural featuring the Rio 
Grande City Rattler mascot is 
now on display on the city’s 
iconic Water Tank, concluding 
restoration efforts by the RGC 
Public Utilities Dept.

“We are excited to announce 
the completion of the Rio 
Grande City Rattler mural on 
the Water Tank at the Old Wa-
ter Plant,” declared RGC Public 
Utilities Director Eric Flores. 
“We would like to thank the City 
Commission for initiating this 
design upgrade and keeping 
our Rattler Pride alive.”

Rio Grande City Honors Long-
Serving Public Servant at Re-
tirement Celebration

The City of Rio Grande City 
recently came together to cel-
ebrate the retirement of Mr. 
Jose Enrique Cantu, a dedic-
ated employee of the Rio 
Grande City Public Utilities De-
partment for over 21 years. Mr. 
Cantu's invaluable contribu-
tions and unwavering commit-
ment to the city were recog-
nized and celebrated during a 
heartfelt retirement party, 
where he was honored by col-
leagues, friends, and city offi-
cials.

Mr. Cantu's remarkable ten-
ure with the Rio Grande City 
Public Utilities Department ex-
emplifies his dedication to 
serving the community and en-
suring the efficient operation of 
essential municipal services. 
Throughout his more than two 
decades of service, Mr. Cantu 
has been a trusted and reliable 
member of the city's work-
force, earning the respect and 
admiration of his peers.

RGC Public Utilities Depart-
ment Upgrades Manhole Cov-
ers

The Rio Grande City Public 
Utilities Department has em-
barked on a crucial infrastruc-
ture improvement initiative 
aimed at replacing manhole 
covers throughout the city. This 
proactive effort underscores 
the city's commitment to en-
hancing the safety and effi-
ciency of its utility systems and 

ensuring the well-being of res-
idents.

The replacement of aging 
manhole covers is part of a 
comprehensive strategy to 
modernize and maintain the 
city's infrastructure. Over time, 
wear and tear can compromise 
the integrity of manhole cov-
ers, posing safety risks and po-
tentially leading to infrastruc-
ture failures. By proactively 
replacing these covers, the Rio 
Grande City Public Utilities De-
partment aims to mitigate such 
risks and prolong the lifespan 
of essential utility assets.

City officials emphasized 
the importance of investing in 
infrastructure upgrades to 
meet the growing needs of the 
community. "The replacement 
of manhole covers is an essen-
tial component of our ongoing 
efforts to enhance the reliabil-
ity and resilience of our utility 
systems," stated RGC PUD dir-
ector Eric Flores. "By upgrading 
infrastructure components, we 
are better positioned to meet 
the needs of residents and 
businesses and ensure the con-
tinued delivery of high-quality 
utility services."

Rio Grande City Public Utility 
Crewmen Assist in Repairing 
Water Leaks Across Starr 
County

The Rio Grande City Public 
Utilities Department recently 
lent their expertise to assist 
crewmen from the Starr County 
Housing Authority in repairing 
water leaks. Additionally, the 
RGC crewmen extended their 
support to aid crewmen from 
the RGC Grulla Independent 
School District (ISD) in repairing 
leaks at one of their campuses. 
This display of collaboration 
highlights the commitment of 
local agencies to ensuring the 
well-being of the community.

Following reports of water 
leaks at properties managed by 
the Starr County Housing Au-
thority, the RGCPUD Crewmen 
promptly responded to the call 
for assistance. With their spe-
cialized skills and equipment, 
the crewmen teamed up with 
their counterparts from the 
Housing Authority to identify 

and repair the leaks, preventing 
further damage and inconveni-
ence to residents.

Simultaneously, RGCPUD 
crewmen extended their assist-
ance to crewmen from the Rio 
Grande City Grulla ISD, who 
were grappling with similar is-
sues at one of their campuses. 
Working together, the crews 
tackled the leaks efficiently, 
demonstrating the effective-
ness of interagency coopera-
tion in addressing common 
challenges.

RGCPUD Celebrates Valentine’s 
Day at Fresenius Kidney Care 
Clinic

The City of Rio Grande City 
Public Utilities Department em-
braced the spirit of Valentine's 
Day by spreading love and 
cheer to the patients at 
Fresenius Kidney Care Clinic. In 
a heartwarming gesture, rep-
resentatives from the depart-
ment visited the clinic to bring 
smiles and Valentine's Day joy 
to patients undergoing treat-
ment.

Thanks to Clinical Manager 

Sue Ellen Alvarez, Biomedical 
Technician II Albino Bazan, and 
Janie Garza, the visit to 
Fresenius Kidney Care Clinic 
was a special opportunity to 
connect with patients and 
show support for their health 
journey.

"We are grateful to 
Fresenius Kidney Care for wel-
coming us into their clinic to 
celebrate Valentine's Day with 
their patients," stated Rio 
Grande City Public Utilities De-
partment director Eric Flores. 

"It was an honor to spend time 
with the patients and bring a 
little extra love and encourage-
ment to brighten their day."

During the visit, pa�ents 
were treated to Valen�ne's Day 
gi� baskets, bringing smiles and 
joy to their faces. Among the 
recipients were Laura Salazar 
and Zenon Garza, who were 
congratulated for winning the 
Valen�ne's Day gi� baskets. The 
gesture was met with 
apprecia�on and gra�tude from 
pa�ents and staff alike.

Rio Grande City residents now have even more options 
when it comes to managing their Public Utilities Services. 
The Rio Grande City Public Utilities Department is excited 
to announce you can now view your Water Bill online at 
www.cityofrgc.com! For more information, visit our website 
or call (956)487-2702

Overflow of Success
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Recent Rio Grande City Ribbon Cutting Ceremonies.

Rio Grande City Main Street and Economic Development Corp. Staff attend 2024 Winter Texan Expo. In McAllen.

Now Open for Business
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Rio Grande City's Ringgold 
Park Renovations Nearing 
Completion

Phase 1 of the highly anti-
cipated renovations to Ringgold 
Park approaches completion. 
The city has invested significant 
resources in updating the 
park's facilities, including bas-
ketball courts, soccer fields, 
and the pavilion area, in pre-
paration for its reopening to 
the public in Spring of 2024.

Phase 1 of the Ringgold Park 
renovations focuses on enhan-
cing recreational amenities to 
better serve the needs of the 
community. The city has re-
vamped the basketball courts 
and soccer fields, installing 
modern equipment to ensure a 
top-notch experience for 
sports enthusiasts of all ages.

In addition to the athletic fa-
cilities, the city has also paid 
special attention to the pavilion 
area, a popular venue for com-
munity events and gatherings. 
The pavilion has been re-
painted and revitalized, provid-
ing an inviting space for out-
door festivities, picnics, and 
rentals for private functions.

"The revitalization of Ring-
gold Park is a testament to our 
commitment to providing qual-
ity recreational spaces for our 
residents," stated Mayor Rio 
Grande City Mayor Joel Villar-
real. "We are thrilled to see 
Phase 1 nearing completion 
and look forward to welcoming 
the community back to this 
cherished park."

City officials anticipate that 
the reopening of Ringgold Park 
will not only promote physical 
activity and healthy living but 
also foster a sense of com-
munity among residents. With 
its updated amenities and re-
freshed appearance, the park is 
poised to become a vibrant 
hub of activity for families and 
individuals alike.

Registration Now Open for City 
of RGC Men’s Basketball 
League

Registration is now open for 
the Rio Grande City Parks and 
Recreation Department’s Adult 
Men’s Basketball League. The 
league is open to men 18 years 
of age, or older, and the regis-
tration fee is $40 per player. 
RGC residents interested in 
participating can call (956) 488-
8728.

“The goal of the Rio Grande 

City Parks and Recreation De-
partment is to offer many op-
portunities to the community 
at large,” declared Rio Grande 
City Parks & Rec. Director Frank 
Eguia. “Leagues like these are 
another way for individuals to 
engage in regular physical 
activity, promoting a healthy 
lifestyle and overall well-being.” 
Registration for RGC’s Youth 
Basketball Leage Now Open, 
Coaches Needed

Registration for the upcom-
ing season of Rio Grande City’s 
Youth Basketball opens today, 
January 3rd. The league is open 
to 2nd through 6th grade ath-
letes, with a registration fee of 
only $40.

“Register today for the RGC 
Youth Basketball League,” said 
Rio Grande City Parks & Rec. 
Director Frank Eguia Jr.  “Ath-
letes must have a completed 
physical prior to registration. 
We are also looking for volun-
teer coaches.”

Former volunteer coaches 
of Rio Grande City Parks and 
Recreation sport leagues have 
described volunteering as a 
uniquely rewarding experience. 
Coaching offers a multitude of 
benefits such as the joy of wit-
nessing the growth and success 
of athletes. Coaching also cul-
tivates a diverse skill set, in-
cluding leadership, communic-
ation, and problem-solving, 
enhancing not only coaching 
abilities but also overall profes-
sional and personal competen-
cies. 

For more information resid-
ents are encouraged to call Eric 
Escamilla or Frank Eguia at the 
RGC Parks and Recreation De-
partment (956)488-8728.

RGC’s Fordyce Nature Trails 
Feature New Rest Area, Sig-
nage Thanks to Boy Scout 
Troop 93

The popular Rio Grande 
City’s Fordyce Nature and Hik-
ing trails now feature a new 
rest area, and way finding sign 
thanks to the efforts of Eagle 
Scout Mr. Omar Mendoza and 
Boy Scout Troop 93 who selec-
ted the trails for a special pro-
ject.

“Thank you Mr. Omar Mend-
oza, and everyone involved 
with the Boy Scout Troop pro-
gram project. We couldn’t be 
prouder to highlight these 
beautiful additions to our 
trails.,” stated Rio Grande City 

Mayor Joel Villarreal. “Your 
work provides a lasting positive 
experience for our youth and 
shares the importance of giving 
back.”

Hiking offers many physical, 
mental, and emotional bene-
fits, making it a popular out-
door activity for individuals of 
all ages in Rio Grande City. 
From the physical standpoint, 
hiking is an excellent form of 
cardiovascular exercise, pro-
moting heart health, and im-
proving overall fitness levels. 
The varying terrains en-
countered during a hike at the 
Fordyce Nature Trails engage 
different muscle groups, con-
tributing to enhanced strength 
and endurance. 

Beyond the physical aspects, 
hiking provides a natural set-
ting for mental rejuvenation. 
Spending time in nature has 
been linked to reduced stress 
levels, improved mood, and in-
creased focus. Hiking also 
offers an opportunity for indi-
viduals to disconnect from the 
demands of modern life, pro-
moting mental clarity and re-
laxation. 

RGC Football Championships
The Rio Grande City Parks & 

Recreation Department hosted 
a Flag Football Championship 
and a Tackle Football Champi-

onship at the Rio Grande City 
High School Football field. Dur-
ing the Flag Football Champi-
onship, it was a close game 
between the Rio Grande City 
Diamondbacks and the La 
Grulla Stingers, and at the end 
the RGC Diamondbacks took 
the win 41 to 26. The RGC Dia-
mondbacks are coahced by 

Hugo Garcia and Danny Rodrig-
uez. During the Tackle Football 
Game, the Rio Grande City Ben-
gas went head to head with the 
Roma Wolverines and after a 
nail-biting game the Roma Wol-
verines took the win 14 to 7. 
The RGC Bengals are coached 
by several members of the RGC 
Fire Department.

THE NEW AND THE IMPROVED
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RGC PUBLIC LIBRARY

The City of Rio Grande City 
Public Library was recently 
awarded a Collections Improve-
ment Grant from the Texas 
Book Festival. The $2500 grant 
will establish the creation of 
the new Rio Grande Valley Bor-
derlands Collection which is 
the first special collection de-
voted purely to the Rio Grande 
Valley’s history and culture. 
This collection will only be 
available to the public at the 
RGC Public Library.

“We are proud to announce 
that our very own Rio Grande 
City Public Library was recently 
awarded a Collections Improve-
ment Grant from the Texas 
Book Festival,” declared RGC 
Library Director Norma Fultz. 
“Our library was one of 40 pub-
lic libraries in the state of Texas 
selected for this honor, and the 
only library in the Rio Grande 
Valley to win this award. The 
new Rio Grande Valley Border-
lands Collection includes over 
100 new books that explore the 
history and heritage of the 
people of the Rio Grande Val-
ley.” 

“On behalf of the City Com-
mission of Rio Grande City, we 
would like to congratulate RGC 
Public Library Director, Norma 
Fultz, and her amazing library 
staff for this incredible distinc-
tion,” declared Rio Grande City 
Mayor Joel Villarreal.

According to its official web-
site, Texas Book Festival con-
nects authors and readers 
through experiences that cel-
ebrate the culture of literacy, 
ideas, and imagination. The 
first Festival took place in 
November 1996 and is now 
one of the nation’s premier an-
nual literary events, featuring 
300 authors of the year’s best 
books and drawing 50,000 

book lovers.
City of RGC Thanks United Way 
of South Texas for Generous 
Donation

In an outstanding demon-
stration of community support, 
the United Way of South Texas 
recently contributed a gener-
ous donation of $2500 to both 
the Rio Grande City Public Lib-
rary and the RGC Parks and Re-
creation Department. This ges-
ture aimed to facilitate the 
acquisition of new equipment, 
enhancing the resources avail-
able for the community. 

“On behalf of the City of Rio 
Grande City we would like to 
thank United Way of South 
Texas for their generous dona-
tion to our Departments,” 
stated RGC Deputy City Man-
ager Noe Castillo. “This is the 
5th year Rio Grande City has 
been an honored recipient of 
these funds from United Way 
of South Texas, an organization 
that strives to improve the lives 
of communities by using caring 
power to advance the common 
good. Thank you for everything 
you do for our city.”

The Rio Grande City Public 
Library is poised to benefit 
from updated materials, foster-
ing a culture of learning and 
knowledge-sharing, while the 
Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment can use the funds to ac-
quire modern amenities that 
contribute to the well-being 
and recreational activities of 
local residents. 

The United Way of South 
Texas' commitment to investing 
in the community's cultural and 
recreational infrastructure un-
derscores their dedication to 
improving the overall quality of 
life for the residents of Rio 
Grande City.

Rio Grande City Public 
Library Earns Presitgious 
Award
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Rio Grande City Celebrates Inaugural Founder's Day 
Ceremony

The City of Rio Grande City marked a significant 
milestone in its history as it hosted the inaugural 
Founder's Day Ceremony on Saturday, February 10th, 
at the historic Britton Avenue Kiosko. This special 
event paid tribute to the birth of the city and honored 
its esteemed founders, Henry Clay Davis and his wife 
Maria Hilaria de la Garza Davis, whose vision and con-
tributions laid the foundation for the vibrant com-
munity we know today.

Local historian RC Salinas spoke at the ceremony, 
offering attendees a glimpse into the early beginnings 
of Rio Grande City. He recounted the rich history and 
cultural heritage of the area, highlighting the pivotal 
role played by Henry Clay Davis and Maria Hilaria de la 
Garza Davis in shaping the foundation of the city.

Commissioner Alberto Escobedo showcased his 
musical talents as he serenaded the audience with his 
rendition of "Mi Lindo Rio Grande," a heartfelt tribute 
to the beauty and charm of the Rio Grande City re-
gion. Mayor Joel Villarreal followed with the official 
proclamation, underscoring the significance of the oc-
casion and reaffirming the city's commitment to hon-
oring its heritage and preserving its legacy for future 
generations.

A special guest to the event was Lloyd Michael 
Davis, the great-great-grandson of Henry Clay Davis, 
who took the stage to share his reflections and 
memories of growing up in Rio Grande City. With a 

sense of pride and nostalgia, Davis recounted stories 
passed down through generations, offering a personal 
connection to the city's founding pioneers.

The Founder's Day Ceremony brought together res-
idents, community leaders, and descendants of the 
city's founders in a celebration of unity and gratitude. 
Mayor Joel Villarreal expressed his appreciation for the 
turnout and the opportunity to honor the city's 
founders. "Today, we pay tribute to the visionaries 
who laid the groundwork for our beloved Rio Grande 
City," stated Mayor Villarreal. "Their legacy lives on in 
the spirit of our community, and it is fitting that we 
come together to celebrate their contributions."

What a Story 
The Kelsey Bass Museum was honored to have Bett 
Rodriguez, author of De la Codependencia a la Auto-
suficiencia-8 Estrategias Para Lograrlo , give an in-
depth presentation of her book. Afterwards, guests 
were invited to ask questions, share comments, and 
offer observations.  Overall, the evening was a great 
success, and the author agreed to return to give a 
book talk on her soon-to- be published, sequel. Great 
Things Are Happening at YOUR Kelsey Bass Museum! 

A Lesson Learned 
Kelsey Bass Museum staff member, Cathy Rubio gave 
a presentation for students and staff of the RGCGISD 
DAEP Center.  Mrs. Rubio shared a brief history of our 
city and some of our historical buildings and shared a 

power-point on some of the many exhibits at the mu-
seum.  After the presentation, Mrs. Rubio answered 
questions from students and staff members alike. The 
Kelsey Bass Museum would like to thank Mr. Orlando 
Guerra for the invitation to speak and share a bit of 
our city’s  history with our city’s future! 

Thanks for the Visit 
The Kelsey Bass Mass has seen a boom in visitors 
these first two months of 2024, and museum staff 
member, Cathy Rubio is happy to share the stories of 
the wonderful exhibits on display.  Make plans for a 
visit because there’s so much to see at YOUR Kelsey 
Bass Museum. 

Helping Hands 
The Miss RGC Freedom Fest Royal Court has been 
busy lending a helping hand in our city and surround-
ing communities.  These beautiful young ladies are al-
ways ready to take part in the many ceremonies and 
events hosted by our city and community organiza-
tions; however, these young ladies have also been 
working hard to provide necessary items for those in 
need.  These beauties have collected heaters and 
blankets to give out during the recent cold spell, and 
they collected a basket load of household and per-
sonal items to give to our local domestic violence shel-
ter.  Thank you to these young ladies whose beauty is 
only surpassed by the size of their hearts. 

FOUNDER'S DAY
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The Rio Grande City Public Works Department and 
the RGC Parks and Recreation Department are joining 
forces to ensure that the soccer fields at Ringgold Park 
are in prime condition for the community. With a 
wave of renovations underway at Ringgold Park, the 
collaboration between these departments under-
scores their dedication to enhancing recreational facil-
ities and providing residents with top-notch amenities.

The concerted efforts of the Public Works and 
Parks and Recreation crewmen highlight the city's 
commitment to creating welcoming spaces for resid-
ents to enjoy outdoor activities. As part of the renova-
tion project at Ringgold Park, the soccer fields are re-
ceiving special attention to ensure they meet the 
standards of safety and quality expected by the com-
munity.

"Our collaboration with the Parks and Recreation 
Department is essential in ensuring that Ringgold Park 
is ready to welcome residents for soccer games and 
other recreational activities," stated Rio Grande City 
Public Works Department director Hector Barrera. 
"Our crewmen are working diligently to prepare the 
soccer fields, ensuring that they are in optimal condi-
tion for the upcoming season."

The teamwork between the Public Works and 
Parks and Recreation departments is a testament to 
the city's proactive approach to maintaining and im-
proving its recreational infrastructure. By pooling their 
resources and expertise, these departments are able 
to maximize efficiency and deliver high-quality results 
that benefit the entire community.

"The soccer fields at Ringgold Park are a beloved 
recreational asset for our community, and we are 
committed to ensuring that they are well-maintained 
and accessible to all residents," said RGC Parks and 
Recreation Department director Frank Eguia . 
"Through our collaboration with the Public Works De-
partment, we are able to leverage our strengths and 
resources to provide an exceptional experience for 
soccer players and spectators alike."

The preparations underway at Ringgold Park are 
part of a broader initiative to revitalize the park and 
enhance its appeal to residents of all ages. With new 
renovations in progress, including upgrades to basket-
ball courts, pavilion areas, and more, Ringgold Park is 
poised to become a premier destination for outdoor 
recreation and community gatherings.

As the Public Works and Parks and Recreation 
crewmen work tirelessly to prepare the soccer fields, 
residents eagerly anticipate the opportunity to enjoy 
the improved amenities at Ringgold Park. The collab-
oration between these departments exemplifies the 
city's dedication to providing residents with well-main-
tained parks and recreational facilities that contribute 
to the overall health and vitality of the community.

Texas Municipal League Provides Safety Training for 
Rio Grande City Public Works Department Crew

The Texas Municipal League (TML) recently hosted 
a crucial meeting for the Rio Grande City Public Works 
Department, focusing on the importance of mowing 
safety and best practices for operating mowers. 
Johnny Vera of TML conducted a comprehensive train-

Rio Grande City Public Works Department Crews con-
tinue cleanup efforts around the City.

ing session for all crew members responsible for oper-
ating mowers, emphasizing the significance of safety 
protocols to protect the well-being of department per-
sonnel.

The meeting, organized by TML, served as a valu-
able opportunity for the Rio Grande City Public Works 
Department to enhance its safety procedures and en-
sure that crew members are equipped with the know-
ledge and skills necessary to operate mowers safely 
and effectively. Johnny Vera's expertise and guidance 
provided invaluable insights into the proper tech-
niques and precautions to minimize the risk of acci-
dents and injuries.

"We are grateful to Johnny Vera and the Texas Mu-
nicipal League for their commitment to promoting 
safety and providing valuable training opportunities 
for our Public Works Department," stated Rio Grande 
City Public Works Department director Hector Barrera. 
"The safety of our crew members is paramount, and 
the insights shared during the meeting will help us re-
inforce our safety protocols and prioritize the well-be-
ing of our team."

IF 
YOU 
BUILD 
IT…

IF 
YOU 
BUILD 
IT…
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Long-Serving Code Enforcement 
Agent, Mr. Benavidez, Retires 

After a distinguished 12-year tenure as a code enforcement agent with the Rio 
Grande City Planning and Zoning Department, Mr. Rolando Benavidez has de-
cided to embark on a well-deserved retirement. Throughout his dedicated service, 
Mr. Benavidez played an important role in upholding and enforcing zoning codes, 
ensuring the orderly and safe development of the city. 

His attention to detail and commitment to maintaining community standards 
have earned him the respect and admiration of both colleagues and residents 
alike. Mr. Benavidez's contributions have significantly contributed to the enhance-
ment of Rio Grande City's urban environment, leaving behind a legacy of diligence 
and professionalism. “As he enters this new chapter in life, the community ex-
presses gratitude for his firm dedication to the principles of code enforcement 
and wishes him a fulfilling and enjoyable retirement,” stater RGC P&Z Director Gil-
bert Millan.

On behalf of the City of Rio Grande City we would like to wish Mr. Rolando 
Benavidez a very happy retirement,” added RGC Deputy City Manager Noe 
Castillo. “He will be greatly missed by everyone at the City of Rio Grande City. We 
would like to thank Mr. Benavidez for his time with us and we wish him the best 
of luck in all his future endeavors.”

Rio Grande City’s P&Z Director 
Recognized by State 
Environmental Health Association 

The City of RGC Planning and Zoning Department atten-
ded the Texas Environmental Health Association (TEHA) 20th 
Annual Conference 2023 from December 6th to the 8th, at 
South Padre Island, Texas. 

During this conference, participants not only collected the 
required continuing education hours (CEU's) for the respect-
ive licenses, but also learned new methods and legislative 
updates on Emergency Management, Food Establishments, 
Vector Control, Animal Control, Code Enforcement and Envir-
onmental Health. “We would also like to congratulate Gilbert 
Millan, City of RGC Planning and Code Enforcement Director, 

for receiving an award of recognition from TEHA for dedication and commitment 
to the cause,” declared Rio Grande City Mayor Joel Villarreal.

The Texas Environmental Health Association is a community of environmental 
health professionals that work for the betterment of the health and welfare of 
people through the improvement of the environment. TEHA connects these pro-
fessionals to the resources, education, peer networking and community they 
need to succeed.

Rio Grande City Planning & Zonning Crews continue cleanup efforts around the City.
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Local Veteran Honored for 
Commitment to Alzheimer’s 
Research 

On Thursday, February 1, El 
Faro Health and Therapeutics 
played host to a heartfelt Cit-
izen Scientist Award ceremony, 
honoring Mr. Martin Carrion 
for his exemplary dedication 
and advocacy in the realm of 
Alzheimer's research. 

Mr. Carrion's contributions 
have not only been commend-
able but have also left an in-
delible impact. The ceremony 
served as a recognition of his 
unwavering commitment to cit-
izen science and the pursuit of 
knowledge that could poten-
tially transform the landscape 
of Alzheimer's treatment and 
care. 

“Mr. Carrion’s dedication is a 
testament to his dedication to 
his community, declared Rio 
Grande City Economic Develop-
ment Corp. Executive Dir. 
Dalinda Guillen, who attended 
the ceremony. “The Citizen Sci-
entist Awards celebrate 
Alzheimer's and Parkinson's 
disease clinical trial parti-
cipants. The only way to find 
treatments and cures for these 
diseases is through clinical tri-
als, and the volunteers make 
this research possible.” 

The Global Alzheimer's Plat-
form (GAP) is a patient-centric, 
non-profit organization dedic-
ated to speeding the delivery 
of innovative therapies to 

those living with Alzheimer's 
and Parkinson's by reducing 
the time and cost of 
Alzheimer's disease and Par-
kinson's disease clinical trials. 
For more information, visit 
globalalzplatform.org.

RGC Mayor, Int. Business Am-
bassador Discuss Vital Infra-
structure Project at Expo

Rio Grande City Mayor Joel 
Villarreal and International 
Business Ambassador Ruben 
Islas were recently honored 
with invitations to participate 
in the prestigious 2024 Primer 
Expo Congreso de Comercio 
Exterior y Aduanas held in 
Nuevo Laredo, Tamaulipas. 

This event provided a 
unique platform for leaders 
like Mayor Villarreal and Am-
bassador Islas to engage in dis-
cussions about crucial regional 
projects. A focal point of the 
meetings was the comprehens-
ive deliberation on the Route 
54/2/83 project, a significant in-
frastructure initiative set to tra-
verse Starr County. 

The project is poised to play 
a pivotal role in enhancing the 
economic landscape and fos-
tering growth in Rio Grande 
City, aligning with the shared 
goals of both nations to 
strengthen cross-border part-
nerships and promote regional 
development. The participation 
of Mayor Villarreal and Ambas-
sador Islas underscored the 

commitment to collaborative 
efforts that transcend borders 
for the betterment of local 
communities and the broader 
region.

City of Rio Grande Staff Wear 
Red in Observance of American 
Heart Month

Several City of Rio Grande 
City Staff wore red in recogni-
tion of February being Amer-
ican Heart Month. The dedic-
ated staff at the City of Rio 
Grande City is fervently encour-
aging everyone to prioritize 
their cardiovascular health by 
staying active and maintaining 
routine checkups with medical 
professionals. 

Highlighting the fact that 
cardiovascular disease stands 
as the leading health threat for 
women, the city emphasizes 
the importance of awareness 
and proactive health measures. 
To promote heart health, the 
community is urged to incor-
porate simple yet impactful 
habits into their daily lives, 
such as taking a brisk 15-
minute walk. 

Additionally, making con-
scious and healthy food 
choices is advocated as a key 
component in fostering overall 
well-being. The collective effort 
of the City of Rio Grande City 
aims to empower individuals to 
take charge of their heart 
health, fostering a community-
wide commitment to prevent-

ive care and a heart-healthy 
lifestyle.

Mayor Villarrel, Mr. Islas At-
tend Annual Féria de Tamal in 
Miguel Alemán

Mayor Joel Villarreal and In-
ternational Business Ambas-
sador Ruben Islas attended the 
3rd Annual Féria de Tamal 
event in Cuidad Miguel Alemán, 
Tamaulipas hosted by Mayor 
Ramiro Cortez Barrera. 

During this event, people all 
over the community are en-
couraged to participate by 
making different and unique 
tamales and salsas. This year, 
there were over 15 different 
varieties of tamales including 
sweet, savory, and colorful. “On 
behalf of the City of RGC we 
would like to thank the city of 
Miguel Alemán for welcoming 
myself and Mr. Islas to this 
wonderful event,” stated Mayor 
Villarreal.

A tamale is a traditional His-
panic dish made of masa, 
which is a dough made from 
hominy, and filled with various 
ingredients such as meats, 
cheeses, fruits, chilies, or other 
flavors. The masa is typically 
wrapped in a corn husk and 
then steamed or boiled.

During the holiday season, 
especially around Christmas, 
tamales are a popular and fest-
ive dish in many Latin Amer-
ican communities. They are of-
ten prepared in large batches 

and shared with family and 
friends.

RGC Officially Recognizes Royal 
Court 

The City Commission of Rio 
Grande City officially welcomed 
the 2024 Miss Rio Grande City 
Victoria Salinas, and the 2024 
Little Miss Rio Grande City 
Kendra Gomez, during the reg-
ular Commission Meeting on 
Tuesday, January 16th, at City 
Hall. 

Both queens thanked the 
commission and are excited to 
represent our city with confid-
ence and grace. “On behalf of 
the City Commission of Rio 
Grande City we would like to 
congratulate each of our 2024 
queens,” stated RGC Mayor Joel 
Villarreal.

The Miss Starr County and 
Miss Rio Grande City Dual Pa-
geant was held at the Rio 
Grande City GISD Auditorium 
on Saturday, November 18. 

According to a press release 
from the district, the objective 
of the pageant is to help em-
power young girls by providing 
a platform where they can 
build confidence, poise, leader-
ship and social skills. It is also 
an opportunity to serve as role 
models in our community and 
portray a positive image for the 
youth today.
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