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Public utilities

would like to welcome our NEW Public Utilites Director, 
Eric Flores, to the City of Rio Grande City! We look forward 
to working with you as our city grows and prospers. 
Welcome to the team! 

PIPE DIGGING
The City of RGC Public Utility Department recently worked 
on digging a 6in area to replace a 1in pipe with a wider 2in 
pipe to improve flow of water for residence. 

WE

THE RIO GRANDE CITY

PUBLIC UTILITIES DEPT.

WELCOMES
NEW DIRECTOR
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The Rio Grande City Public Library premiered their new podcast 
"Cover to Cover" , a podcast dedicated to exploring libraries and 
the joy of reading. Join Enelinda Vera and Kelsey Fleming every 
other Friday for conversations, book recommendations, behind-
the-scenes library stories and so much more. 
Subscribe to your favorite podcast platform or subscribe on Spotify.

Rio Grande City EDC at National Night Out
Staff and board members of the Rio Grande City EDC attended the 
annual National Night Out held at Basilio Villarreal Municipal Park 
this past Tuesday, October 2, 2023. National Night Out is an 
annual community-building campaign that promotes police-
community partnerships and neighborhood camaraderie to make 
our neighborhoods safer, more caring places to live. Law 
enforcement and community organizations from all of Starr 
County attended the event.

BlueWave, PAD Specialists Grand Opening
The Rio Grande City Greater Chamber of Commerce announces 
two grand openings for October 12, 2023. Blue Wave Car Wash 
will have their grand opening at 9 am.
Blue Wave Car Wash is committed to reducing its carbon footprint 
by reclaiming and recycling water, reducing waste. 
PAD Specialists Grand Opening is at 1pm. They are PAD 
(Peripheral Arterial Disease) specialists focused on the diagnosis 
and treatment of PAD. Call 361-202-8686 or visit www.padspcs.
com  for more information.

Winter Texan 101 Marketing Workshop 
Winter Texan Season is right around the corner and RGC Main 
Street and the Bessie Trolley Tour is gearing up for the upcoming 
season. Yandery de la Cruz, RGC Main Street Coordinator and 
Melinda Gomez, RGC EDC Communications Coordinator attended 
the workshop hosted by Welcome Home RGV. More than 100,000 
visitors contribute $1.2 billion to the Rio Grande Valley economy 
and we are ready to welcome them.

Make sure to visit our 
podcast every week for 
news, updates, and 
interviews on Lunch Break.

UTRGV Small Business Development Center is 
hosting several live webinars for the month 
of October. For more information visit: UTRGV.EDC/SBDC

ON THE AIR
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SUMMER TRACK

STREET CROSSING

2023
CHAMPS
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T
he Rio Grande City Fire Department attended a 
blue mass hosted by Immaculate Conception 
Church of RGC to honor all the work they do to 
keep our community safe and pray over the safety 
of all first responders in our area. 

AIRLIFT
The RGC Fire Department & Emergency 

Management attended a training at City Hall hosted by Airlift Air 
Methods on Thursday, September 14th, to provide in-depth 
Landing Zone training in the case of a medical emergency. We 
would like to thank our firefighters for taking time to expand upon 
their skills to ensure a safe community!

BLUE
MASS
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NATIONAL NIGHT OUT

hosted the 15th Annual National Night Out on 
Tuesday, October 3rd, at the Basilio Villarreal 
Municipal Park. National Night Out is a community-
building initiative that was created to build police-
community partnerships as well as neighborhood 
camaraderie. During this event, Mayor Joel Villarreal 
read the proclamation, there was a tug-o-war 
challenge, as well as a donut eating contest. Before 
the night was over, all law enforcement agencies who 
were present lined up their vehicles to blare their 
sirens for five minutes in an act of solidarity. 

THE
RIO 
GRANDE 
CITY 
POLICE
DEPT.
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RGC PUBLIC LIBRARY

Rio Grande City Public Library 

 

StoryWalk™ Billboard next to RGC Fire Dept. 

 

StoryWalk™ at Basilio Villarreal Park 

 

StoryWalk™ at Miriam Vale Park 

 

AT&T Project with RGC Friends of the Library 
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HISTORY ON DISPLAY

T
he opening ceremony for the LUPE exhibit was held Friday 
evening, September 15, 2023 at the Kelsey Bass Museum. 
Speakers from LUPE and CMAS (Center for Mexican American 
Studies) gave insight on the impact of the UFW movement 
here in the Rio Grande Valley, and most importantly, here in 
our own “Lindo Rio Grande.” Afterwards, the floor was open 
for audience members to ask questions or speak of their own 

experiences as farmworkers . Suffice it to say, that many  in the room-young or 
young at heart-were surprised at some of the stories shared that evening. The 
Kelsey Bass Museum hosted the LUPE exhibit through the first week of 
October, but be on the look-out for other exciting exhibits and events. There is 
so much to see at your Kelsey Bass Museum.

Guests
The Kelsey Bass Museum is ecstatic to welcome guests from all over, but most 
especially those from our very own community.  Local visitors are always 
astounded with the fact of the existence of our museum, and with the 
overwhelming beauty and quality of our exhibits. The Kelsey Bass Museum is 
open Monday through Friday from 8:30 -4:30. Be on the look-out for extended 
hours and Saturday openings.  Make plans to visit soon.

Queens
The Miss RGC Freedom Fest Royal Court has been making the rounds at events 
all over our city and surrounding communities.  This “bevy of beauties” has 
proven that they are more than just a pretty face; they are hard working young 
ladies with a heart to help. Recently these ravishing royals were seen at the 
Miss Roma Beauty Pageant, the 2nd Annual Alzheimers Awareness Walk, Grito 
en el Kiosko, and National Night Out.  THANK YOU, Victoria, Naetzy, Kendra, and 
Mariana for all that you do for our community. You make our city shine.

Crafting Queens
The Kelsey Bass Museum hosted a craft event on September 27, 2023. With 
over 25 participants, lively conversations, and lots of hot glue,  this event was a 
Spooktacular success.  A special THANKS goes out to Thelma Escobar who took 
the lead on this project and helped us all “get our CRAFT on.”  Be on the look-
out for more “crafty” events at YOUR Kelsey Bass Museum.
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The Rio Grande City Public Works Department continues to keep our 
city clean by working on gathering and cutting up brush at Mi 
Ranchita Ranch property. 

THE WHITE STRIPES
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PUBLIC WORKS
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t
he Public Works 
Department 
acquired a new 
paint stripper and 
has been 
darkening and 
improving parking 
lot lines around 

our city. They started at the Rio 
Grande City Public Library and have 
continued throughout the city, here 
they are working on Britton Avenue 
and 4th Street!



FIELD NOTES:
BEFORE AFTER

PLANNING AND ZONING
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RGC Planning Department continues 
cleanup projects throughout the City
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COMMUNITY

Community news 

It’s National GEAR Up Week! We would like to thank the Rio Grande City High 
School Gear Up Facilitators for inviting Mayor Joel Villarreal to speak with 
stidents about the importance of thinking forward towards their future!

ALZHEIMER’S AWARENESS
The El Faro Health and Therapeutics of Rio Grande City hosted the 2nd Annual 
Alzheimer’s Awareness Walk on Saturday, September 30th, at the Basilio 
Villarreal Municipal Park. Mayor Joel Villarreal was invited to welcome attendees, 
where he spoke about the great work and research the El Faro Health and 
Theraputics clinic is working on in the way of Alzheimer’s disease and dementia. 
This event was created to help members of our community who are affected by 
Alzheimer’s disease, find resources and support through outreach. On behalf of 
the City of RGC we would like to thank El Faro Health and Therapeutics for 
hosting such an important event. #ENDALZ  

SANCHEZ ELEMENTARY
Thank you, RGC Fire Department & Emergency Management, for inspiring the 
students of General Ricardo Sanchez Elementary! We hope some of these 
students will become future heroes in our community!

NATIONAL 
GEAR UP WEEK
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